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 On July 3, the Democratic National Convention in Denver officially named Barack Obama as his party's presidential nominee.
The long-shot campaign of Democratic senator from Illinois Barack Obama beat out Hillary Clinton, the presumptive nominee
for the previous month, by a margin of 359–165 delegates. The selection was in no small part due to the support of influential

blacks and women in a year when the party needed to broaden its base of support. Democratic activists throughout the U.S. had
opposed the choice of Clinton as the party's nominee, as did many state party officials. Obama became the first major party
nominee for president in 40 years not to have been a member of either the U.S. House or the U.S. Senate. Unlike previous

nominees, Obama was born to a single mother who abandoned him and his sister to their father, a Kenyan politician. Obama
was raised by his maternal grandparents. As a student at Columbia University, he began an active career in Chicago politics, and

established a reputation as an effective fundraiser. Obama was named to the Senate in 2005, where he rapidly rose to national
prominence for his efforts to enact comprehensive health care reform. His election to the presidency was the first since Franklin
D. Roosevelt's in 1932 to be announced from a major U.S. city—Chicago—instead of from Washington, D.C. In his acceptance

speech, Obama pledged to pursue progressive politics and vowed to continue to press for health care reform, environmental
sustainability, higher education reform, and a variety of other key issues. Election The 2008 election occurred during a

historically strong economic expansion, the longest in the nation's history, and the first where the incumbent party lost seats in
the House of Representatives. It also marked the first election since 1964 in which a sitting vice president did not run for

president, although then-senator Joe Biden, the former vice president of the United States, had indicated his intention to do so in
2007.[1] Obama had supported prominent black leaders such as Shirley Chisholm in her 1972 campaign for the U.S. presidency

and, in the 2004 election, had been a prominent supporter of the influential black minister Rev. Jeremiah Wright of Trinity
United Church of Christ in Chicago. Obama received the endorsements of over a dozen black politicians, including New York

Congresswoman and former presidential candidate Cynthia McKinney. Obama received substantial support from women voters.
In the Democratic Party, women are a powerful group, although with a long history of disfavor. In the 2004 election
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